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Polley Briefing: The Breast Milk Substitutes (Regulation and Control} B1112012 K , , ... , enya 

hl!.rd.l�'.Y1',��0Y�1aw,,u.WW1.il.�rnlaL.t1UiQWD!'1vds/bll!a/20iZ/�rec,st11m:$ubaU\Jtes Rff{ytztior, a� Control Bi;! 6Ql2.o2k

Background 

This BIii was Introduced by Beth Mugo, Minister for Public Health and Sanitation in Kenya, in August 
2012. It Is Intended and advertised to cover breast milk substitutes, but also Includes complementary 
feeding. The Bill ls not currently consistent with International recommendations or Scaling Up Nutrition 
(SUN) Interventions for complementary feeding. The Bill has had three readings; it has now been 

\ 

submitted for final amendments and is likely to be presented to the President for signing in the next two 
weeks. This briefing Is based on the 10th August version of the Bill; the Ministry has been asked and ls 
not l\kely to share the amendments until after the President has signed the Bill. One of the amendments 
made was to ensure this Act would be superseded by specific complementary food standards, but even
\f adopted, It wlll not cover all complementary foods. There are significant concerns about the disparity 
between this Bill and: 

• World Health Organization (WHO/PAHO) Guiding Principles for Complementary Feeding of the
Breastfed Chile hti;Q;/LY�:,gljbdoc, who1int/12aho/2003/a��622iii?9.f

• UNICEF Programming Gulde for Infant and Young Child Feeding 2011
U11tQ:/Lwww.l,!Dicef.QrrJnu rnipn/fl!<;sLFlnnl IYCF programmlrig guiQ� 2011..&gf

• K nya's ability to meet Its commitments as a Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) country,

SUN Interventions that this Act would Inhibit: 

• Education and full access to nutritious complementary foods for Infants and young child en after
the age of six months
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SUN lntervtntlons that this Act might lnhlblt: 

• Multiple mlcronutri nt powders
• J>rtv n · on of or treatment for moderate undemutritJon between the agts of six and 24 mont ,s :. •

tf this Act it dopt.td, �t 1, a risk of a redu · ion of lnvestment In Inf ant •nd young d1ifd nutrition, 11'10 · 
dettrior ion of tftfint and youf'g child n ri ionol s vs lo tn ,, du to the brtadrh or th, propos d 
prohlbl oot 1urrovndln c.omp%emen ry ding . twe n t agei of 6 and 24 mQntM. 

5'ummory of tht elll c:onttnt 

t 1 ,1tt ttddr ,, :I 'the JaPf)ror,r11t• ma t' ng al'\d dlrtrfbu 01' of b< .st � wbtU u �, 1¢ �"° ·, . 1 ·
tft tnd •ti1tqv-�t• ""rn !un for tnf 1nt$ t, "OvJ the ptQff\fltlon of b-rtt#t r,. lf1 f'1d l}l'Up--tt u,.. 0· . .-, -- · 

t,t -�\ mu· 1Ub ll lilf1i1 wt . t f) t,UtH'y, f (}f tot1ri1 . d ff\,lrp(l�l/'t't)f tm£,.,l n�t,t{(� � { ... .'' ' ,: . 
1 

. 
• 

• ' • 0 ' 

' . ...,._,:·: ·,' .. ..

., ! ' -� ' {,. 

' . ,, 
{ '. , .. , '; ·'. 

-
.
'• 

.... ' "t.◄ 

.,, 








