Breaking the Law

and undermining Breastfeeding

Series 3 (2006)
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It all started with a telephone call from Nestlé,
the infant milk substitutes company asking
for an appointment. Following this | was
informed by Secretary of the Indian Academy
of Pediatrics(IAP) Ranchi chapter, Dr S.S.
Sidana that the Nestlé was planning to
sponsor a presentation on Liver Diseases by
Dr. A. Sibbal, a Pediatric Gastroenterologist
of Apollo Hospital, Delhi at Ranchi ina three
star hotel on the 6th of April 2006. The
invitations had already been sent. (see
below)

Nestlé Invitation
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AARING KNOWLIDGE
SFREABING HEALTH

cordially invites you to a
Scientific Symposium
on

Common Liver Disease -
Case scenanos

Date: 5 Apri 2006

Time:  7:00pm

Venue: Hoted Ranchi Ashak, Ranchi

We were firmly opposing the issue.

After having discussed the issue
threadbare with doctors of our own fraternity
we decided to take the bull by its homns.
Together with Dr. Sidana, we chalked out a
strategy in which we appealed to both the

central body of our IAP and our own brethren

and brought to their notice that “The Infant
milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles and Infant
Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act 1992 as amended in 2003”
(IMS Act) exists. Many did not known aboutit.

All efforts by the errant doctors were
concentrated on the Secretary of the local
IAP, and many senior and well-known
pediatricians of Ranchi, spared no effort or
time in convincing him. Having given him a
spreadsheet about the IMS Act (the year
planner of BPNI), all | did was to give moral
support. We informed the central committee
of the IAP and the General Secretary of IAP
took a very strong view. He sent a note that
any form of illegal activity such as
sponsorship of a meeting by a baby food
industry is illegal and which the central
committee of Indian Academy of Pediatrics
conveyed to both local branch as well as to
the speaker who was to be sponsored.

At the same time a meeting was called
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with the medical director of the medical
college and BPNI Jharkhand explained to
him how the IMS Act forbids any kind of
sponsorship of meetings and seminars. BPNI
publications, like the law books and other
pamphlets were also given to him

New Invitation Card

@ ABDUR RAZZAQUE ANSARI MEMORIAL

WEAVERS' HOSPITAL
‘Apollo Hospitals Group), Irba, Ranchi

Cordially invites you 1o attend the CME programme on Thursday
Bth April 2006 at B:00 p.m, at Hotel Arya, Ranchi

Speaker d
. Anupam Sibbal, MO Comimon Liver Cave Scomiin
it Madkal Sarvaies, Apaiia Hasgelah, Deib

0 Eivmnaton Pambhaire Sambroeriprology & sepsisogy

+ Dr. Asutosh Tripathy
Consutant Pacdiatrician

The programmae will be followed by Dinner

DOr. P, D, Sinha

2275786, 2276040 Medical Superintendent

The whole conference was then
sponsored by Abdur Razzaque Ansari
Memorial Weavers' (ARAM) Hospital, Apollo
hospitals, Irba, Ranchi. As a result, a meeting
was held with the Medical Superintendent of
the hospital informing him of the delicacy of
the situation and it resulted in cancellation of
sponsorship by Nestlé. The meeting
happened with new invitation card issued by
ARAM, Apollo Hospital (see above). Battle
won, the war remains.

Dr. Sunita Katyayan

In this Series-3, we bring you a success story from Ranchi, where BPNI's Dr. (Mrs.) Sunita Katyayan put up a brave front. She was able to stop Nestlé sponsorship. This is what all
health professionals can do In order to fulfill our responsibilities towards effectively implementing the IMS Act. The theme of 2006 World Breastfeeding Week “The IMS Act: Making it

Known to People” provides sufficientreasons foraction.

Stop Nestlé’s games to undermine breastfeeding!

Bravo Sunita and Dr. Sidana! You have shown the courage and conviction, howa well informed and concerned person can bring achange in the health care system.

Dr. Arun Gupta. MD, FIAP
National Coordinator, BPNI



“Section 9(2): No producer, supplier or
distributor referred to in sub-section (1),
shall offer or give any contribution or
pecuniary benefit to a health worker or
any association of health workers,
including funding of seminar, meeting,
conferences, educational course,
contest, fellowship, research work or
sponsorship.”

WHA 58.32 further urges Member States
‘to ensure that financial support and
other incentives for programmes and
health professionals working in infant
and young child health do not create
conflictof interest’.

Nestlé Sponsors 'Strings 2006
In Gorakhpur Medical Colleg
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“Section 9(2): No producer, supplier or distributor referred to in sub-section (1), shall offer or
give any contribution or pecuniary benefit to a health worker or any association of health
workers, including funding of seminar, meeting, conferences, educational course, contest,

fellowship, research work or sponsorship.”

Nestlé's direct promotion to public in

Srinagar
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Dr.Niyaz.Ahmad.Buch

LM 2816/05 BPN Children’s
Clinic

Rainawari Sgr.

Kashmir 190003.

Mobile 9419478800 E-mail
niyaz_buch@yahoo.co.in
Dated: 19/3/06

Dear Dr.Kuldip Khanna.

| want to inform you about the continuous violation of
Nestlé. Only yesterday | seized about hundreds of
pamphlets from one Mr.Soruve sales representative of
Nestle, who was distributing them to parents attending
our immunization clinic of SKIMS Medical college on
18/3/06.Fortunately | happened to enter the clinic when
| witnessed this thing happening against the IMS act. The
samples of these pamphlets | am forwarding to your
good self through post for necessary action against
Nestle people. | think this is our moral duty to fight
against their unethical and illegal designs and in this
fight you will always find us shoulder to shoulder with
you.

With regards from

Dr. Niyaz.
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